It struck its hands together for amaze,

Onward upon one leg the flags advanced,

The tugh ! cast loose its flowing locks and danced.

From tramp of hoise arose to heaven the stoure,

Unto Suhi 2 was joined the earthy floor.

The Aqueous Sign to Terrene changed apace,*3

The Sun a veil of dust hung o'er her face,

The wayside hills and rocks at this affray

Awoke, and raised their heads, nor slept that day.

They marched from Egypt with this bravery,

And started forward with their soldiery.

Glad was the Grandee's soul, his heart was bright,

The dear one's image filled his heart with light;

Now to his heart the sweetheart's scent-wafts streamed.

And all his soul with union's Oxu& gleamed.

A-yearning for his love, his vitals burn;

Like his who falls mid file, his case is lorn.

Saying, cWhat time shall I the loved one see?'

Love-fraught, and lost of heart, on fared he.

Like wind or rushing stream he sped in haste,

And passed by many a hill and many a waste.

What I have alluded to as being Ibn Rental's most beautiful
poem is his Elegy on Sultan SeHm. In this famous work of
his maturer age he has abandoned the exaggerated Turkicism
of his early years and adopted the Persianised dialect which
experience has shown to be the fittest medium for Ottoman
poetry of the Iranian school. What is lost in originality is

1  The tugh was a pennant of horsehair, attached to a flagstaff, and used as
an ensign in former times. A Pasha of the lowest grade had one tugh, those
of superior rank had two, while the Vezirs had three, whence the old phrase
ca Pasha of three tails', the tughs being taken for horse-tails. When the Sultan
tpok  the  field he  used to be accompanied by seven of these pennants. The
tugh is" a very ancient Turkish ensign; while still in Central Asia the Turkic
tribes  used as  their standard the tail of the yak, for which they substituted
that of the horse on their settlement in Asia Minor.

2  Suhd is the name of a faint star in the tail of the Great Bear: it is known
to modern astronomers as 80 Ursae Majous.

3  For Aqueous and Terrene Signs, see vol. I, p, 328, n. 3.